
AP European History 

What it AP European History? 

In AP European History, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and 

processes from approximately 1450 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, 

practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; 

developing historical arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about 

comparison, causation, and continuity and change over time. The course also provides seven 

themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among 

historical developments in different times and places: interaction of Europe and the world, 

economic and commercial development, cultural and intellectual development, states and other 

institutions of power, social organization and development, national and European identity, and 

technological and scientific innovations. (From the AP European History Course and Exam Description, 2019) 

Who should take AP European History? 

✓ People who enjoy learning about history 

Why should you take AP European History? 

1. You like history. 

2. It’s a small class and you like small classes. 

3. There are great stories. (look up the Defenestration of Prague. Realize there are 3 of them!) 

4. You’ve had a suspicion that the European monarchs are all related and want proof. 

5. You watch Dr. Who, The Tutors, Reign, The Borgias, The Medici, Marco Polo, The 

Crown, or Sherlock. 

6. You can earn college credit. 

7. You want to know about Charles II of Spain. (see #4) 

8. It’s not as difficult as AP World History. 

9. You’ve never taken an AP History and feel as though you’re missing out. 

10. You want to wear a beret and sip espresso while discussing Enlightenment thought. 

11. You’ve heard of Prussia, but don’t know where it came from or where it went. 

12. You really like history!!! 

And… 

13. Monthly European Food Days!!!!! 

  



Course Content 
Units Chronological Period* Exam Weighting 

Unit 1: Renaissance and Exploration  

c. 1450 – c. 1648 

10–15% 

Unit 2: Age of Reformation 10–15% 

Unit 3: Absolutism and Constitutionalism 
 

 

 

c. 1648 – c.1815 

10–15% 

Unit 4: Scientific, Philosophical, and Political 

Developments 
10–15% 

Unit 5: Conflict, Crisis, and Reaction in the Late 18th 

Century 
10–15% 

Unit 6: Industrialization and Its Effects 
 

 

c. 1815 – c. 1914 

10–15% 

Unit 7: 19th-Century Perspectives and Political 

Developments 
10–15% 

Unit 8: 20th-Century Global Conflicts  

c. 1914 – present 

10–15% 

Unit 9: Cold War and Contemporary Europe 10–15% 

 

Themes 
The themes serve as the connective tissue of the course and enable students to create meaningful connections across units. 

They are often broader ideas that become threads that run throughout the course. Revisiting the themes and applying them 

in a variety of contexts helps students to develop deeper conceptual understanding. Below are the themes of the course and 

a brief description of each. 

THEME 1: INTERACTION OF EUROPE AND THE 

WORLD (INT) 

Motivated by a variety of factors, Europe’s interaction with the 

world led to political, economic, social, and cultural exchanges 

that influenced both European and non-European societies. 

THEME 4: STATES AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS OF 

POWER (SOP) 

European states and nations developed governmental and civil 

institutions from 1450 to the present to organize society and 

consolidate political power, with a variety of social, cultural, and 

economic effects. 

THEME 2: ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL 

DEVELOPMENTS (ECD) 

Economic development, especially the development of 

capitalism, played an important role in Europe’s history, often 

having significant social, political, and cultural effects. 

THEME 5: SOCIAL ORGANIZATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT (SCD) 

Economic, political, and cultural factors have influenced the form 

and status of family, class, and social groups in European history, 

affecting both the individual and society. 

THEME 3: CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL 

DEVELOPMENTS (CID) 

The creation and transmission of knowledge, including the 

relationship between traditional sources of authority and the 

development of differing world views, had significant political, 

intellectual, economic, cultural, and social effects on European 

and world societies. 

THEME 6: NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN IDENTITY 

(NEI) 

Definitions and perceptions of regional, cultural, national, and 

European identity have developed and been challenged over 

time, with varied and often profound effects on the political, 

social, and cultural order in Europe. 

THEME 7: TECHNOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC INNOVATION (TSI) 

Scientific and technological innovations have increased efficiency, improved daily life, and shaped human development and 

interactions, having both intended and unintended consequences. 

 


